Canterbury Municipal Building

Meadow and Native Garden Proposal

Presented by Donna Miller and Vanessa Crofton

On behalf of the Canterbury Garden Club

The Canterbury Garden Club would like to do a service project for the town in
recognition of the upcoming Canterbury Tricentennial. We settled upon the Municipal
Center Complex as an area that would benefit from the time and talent our members can
offer. Our goal is for the landscape design to offer eye appeal, but also to provide year-
round ecological services.

When the Municipal Building was first built, most of the land surrounding it was
allowed to grow spring through fall, which resulted in a beautiful meadow that provided
exceptional habitat vital for our wildlife. We would like to see a return to this practice, as
our nation is dealing with critical habitat loss for insects and pollinators, the pillars of
our Food Web. Across the country citizens are converting yards, school gardens,
corporate campuses, and community landscapes into viable habitats with native plants.

There are many benefits:

e Ecological — A meadow provides crucial habitat for bees, butterflies and birds
and thereby increase biodiversity.

e Cost savings — Letting grasses, wildflowers, etc. grow reduces the need for fuel
and labor for mowing. Meadows do not require fertilizer, irrigation, or soil
improvements. Maintenance costs are minimal.

e Stormwater management — This is a wet field, especially on the west side.
Native meadow plants have deep root systems and can absorb much of the water.

o Aesthetics — Wildflower meadows are visually appealing and change
throughout the seasons.

e Education — The area will serve as an excellent outdoor classroom for the
Scouts, 4H, and CES students. It will be an ideal location for
butterfly/birdwatching. It can serve as an example to homeowners.

e Historical — With our Tricentennial upon us it will look more like 1727 than
2027.

Mowing Plan:

e Werecommend a setback from the paved area for visibility but allow the
remainder to grow naturally.



o On the west side mow a 15’ setback from the pavement.
o On the east side the setback may be more than 15’ so the plants do not
block the signs.

e On the west side, starting on the south end of the field, mow a 4’ wide walking
path towards the cattail pond, turn left to the west, and continue the path along
the woodland border back to the beginning of the path.

e Continue to mow around the solar panels.

Mowing regimen:

e Between late October and early November mow one side of the meadow (east or
west) completely down. The following spring, in early May, mow the opposite
side. Mowing half in the fall and half in the spring helps protect some of the
insects that are overwintering in the field.

e The mowing will keep tree seedlings from growing in the field.

Garden Beds:

We are referring to the beds to the left and the right of the Municipal Building’s main
entrance. The bed on the left is 4’ x32” and the bed on the right is 4’ by 43’.

e We are proposing a dense matrix planting of native plants.

e Plants have been selected for full sun and the ability to tolerate dry soil and salt.

e The dense planting and groundcover will serve as a natural weed barrier.

e The plantings can/ought to be phased in to mitigate potential cost, allow time for
fundraising.

e The plan offers four season interest using species indigenous to the central NH
Northeastern Highlands ecoregion.

e Maintenance model is volunteer-supported to be cost-efficient long term.

Please see the attached photos, plant list and collages.



